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Kiawah Conservancy Unveils New Name and Logo

Kiawah Island, South Carolina (January 22, 2026) — Today, the Kiawah
Conservancy announced a new name—Conservancy of the Sea Islands—and logo
reflecting the organization’s evolution to a watershed-based approach to
conservation and its expanded work across Johns, Kiawah, and Seabrook Islands.
The updated identity aligns the Conservancy’s public presence with the
interconnected ecological systems it has been protecting for several years now.

“The new name and logo better reflect who we are today and how we work,
said Peggy Barnes, chair of the Conservancy board. “Our conservation efforts
have grown beyond the boundaries of a single island because ecological
systems do not follow human-made lines. This change aligns our public
identity with the scale and scope of the work we've been doing—and will
continue into the future”

Since adopting its 2030 Strategic Plan in 2020, the organization has embraced a
watershed-based approach that recognizes the deep connections among land,
water, wildlife, and people. As a result, its mission has expanded beyond Kiawah
Island to a regional conservation strategy spanning Johns, Kiawah, and Seabrook
Islands.

While land preservation and stewardship remain central, the Conservancy now
plays an expanded role in habitat restoration, coastal resilience planning,
environmental education, cultural stewardship, and advocacy for a healthy Sea
Island community. The new identity positions the organization to strengthen
partnerships and secure resources for long-term regional impact.
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Kiawah Island remains a vital part of the Conservancy’s history and ongoing work.
By broadening its geographic focus, the organization is reinforcing the larger
ecological systems that support the long-term health of all three
islands—recognizing that conservation success on one depends on the health of the
others.

The new name and logo were unveiled January 22 during a series of public events
held across Johns, Kiawah, and Seabrook Islands celebrating conservation,
community, and shared stewardship.

Founded in 1997, the organization has preserved 86 properties totaling more than
3,887 acres of ecologically significant land across the three islands. Leaders
emphasized that the rebrand honors this legacy while ensuring the organization’s
identity reflects its present-day mission and future direction.

“Our mission remains firmly rooted in conservation,” said Donna Windham,
executive director. “What has changed is the clarity with which we define the
systems we protect, the communities we serve, and the tools we
use—preservation, research, restoration, education, and advocacy—working
together across our Sea Islands”

The Conservancy expressed deep gratitude to the Kiawah community for its early
vision and sustained support, while reaffirming its commitment to growing
partnerships with Johns and Seabrook Island communities. By strengthening
conservation across all three islands, the organization aims to safeguard the lands,
waters, and wildlife that define Johns, Kiawah, and Seabrook Islands for generations

to come.

About Conservancy of the Sea Islands

Conservancy of the Sea Islands is a land trust and leader in science-based
education, environmental restoration, and conservation across Johns Island, Kiawah
Island, and Seabrook Island. We forever safeguard the lands, waters, and wildlife
that define our distinct way of life. Partnering with property owners and
community members, we protect vital assets in perpetuity and inspire residents
and visitors alike to champion the land’s enduring legacy through meaningful,



everyday actions.

Conservancy of the Sea Islands is Accredited through the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission, meeting the highest standards for protecting land forever.



